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Subject: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON ACQUI SI TI ON  MANUAL

1. PURPCSE. This Order revises and updates the standard
operating procedures for the Transportation Acquisition
Manual (TAM of the Departnent of Transportation (DOT).

2. CANCELLATI ON. DOT 4200.18A, Departnent of Transportation
Acqui sition Manual, dated 2-24-92.

3. SCOPE. This Order applies to all DOT offices which are
subject to the Federal Acquisition Regulation and have
the authority to or are involved wth the acquisition of
supplies and services, including construction

4. POLICY. The TAM provi des standard DOT internal operating
procedures for acquiring supplies and services. The
TAM repl aces most of the Departnental Orders pertaining
to procurenent. However, existing procurenent related
DOT Orders remain in full effect until otherw se cancell ed
or superseded. The TAM does not inpose requirenents of
the type that require publication in the Federal Register;
therefore, the procedural requirenents for issuing a
regul ation do not apply to the TAM

The primary purpose of the TAMis to inplenent and/or
suppl ement the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).
However, it may also inplenent and/or supplenment DOT
internal requirenments; statute; and other agency

regul ations related to acquisitions. The TAMis not
intended to be a stand-al one docunent and nust be read in
consonance with the FAR and the Transportation Acquisition
Regulation (TAR), Wile operating admnistrations (OAs)
may promnul gate acquisition procedures internal to their
adm nistration, it should be done on a miniml basis

in order to enpower contracting personnel and perm:t

i nnovation. Any procedures nmust conformto the policies
and procedures of the FAR, TAR, TAM and Depart nent al
Orders. OAs shall advise M-60 in witing (by topic)

of their intent to pronul gate acquisition guidance

i npl enenting or supplenmenting the FAR, TAR or TAM M-60
will advise the OA whether to submt the guidance to M-60
for review

DISTRIBUTION: A11 Secretarial Offices OPL: gffice of
Al Operating Admnistrations Acqui sition and
G ant Managenent
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FORVAT OF THE TAM The TAM uses the arrangenent and
nunbering system prescribed in the FAR and is witten
in the FAR drafting nethodol ogy.

The TAM information is dissemnated by notices, bulletins,
chapters, and/or appendices.

RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES. M-60 is responsible for fornulating and
mai ntaining the TAM  This requires coordi nation with other
DOT offices (e.g., OA procurenment officials; Ofice of the
I nspector General; General Counsel). M-60 analysts will
resol ve any di sagreenents with the coments received on the
proposed TAM changes with the cornnentors. Any unresol ved
di sagreenents will be referred to the Procurenent
Managenent Council for final decision.

7. COPIES. Requests for copies of the TAM should be referred
to the Transportation Adm nistrative Service Center
(TASC) , Ofice of Information Services. The TAMis
al so accessible through the internet on DOI' s homepage
at HTTP://www.dot.gov/ost/m60/tamtar.

8. 1 MPLEMENTATI ON. Where appropriate, secretarial offices and
operating adm nistrations (including Tasc) may devel op
addi tional guidance required to inplenent this Oder.

FOR THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATI ON:
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Assi stant Secretary for O
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